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upon the image, the greatest care must be observed
to avoid desecration. Many a riot and collision
with the Muhammadans has occurred in the streets
when the idol was being carried in procession.
Attached to the large temples are numbers of
men and women who are supported by the endow-
ment revenue and offerings. The men serve in
various capacities connected with the ritual and
also with the upkeep of the temple. The women
are deva-dasis, servants of the god. They take
part in the dances performed daily before the
image, and sing hymns of praise during the
ceremonial toilet. In the south they are all
bound professionally to lead what is regarded
from a Western point of view as an immoral life.
To them it is the performance of a religious
duty, and in submitting to it they show them-
selves to be obedient servants of the deity. This
strange subversion of one of our greatest moral
laws is difficult for a European to comprehend.
There is nothing immodest in the appearance or
the behaviour of a dancing girl, as far as one can
see. Europeans generally regard her dancing as
a very poor performance. But when they come
to understand the meaning of the movements and
of the amorous words of her songs, they estimate